DESKTOP BIBLE CARRYING CASE 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

This invention relates to bible carrying cases and more 
particularly to a desktop bible carrying case. For some time 

5 bible carrying cases have served as a storage container and 

apparatus for carrying our bible from one destination to another. 
The popularity and practically of bible carrying cases is well 
known. As a result you now have bible carrying cases of all 
shapes and sizes to accommodate the many various bibles we 

10 use today. Although there are a variety of bible carrying cases 
in existence, there is still a problem which arises after we have 
arrived at our destination with our bible that is presently not 
addressed by the existing carrying cases. Most often than not 
our destination is a church pew so there is the problem of not 

15 having a sturdy structure on which to set the bible and a note 
pad once the bible is removed from the case so that we may 
study and take notes as desired. Trying to study and take notes 
becomes an almost impossible task when there is no structure 
on which to accommodate the bible and pad. Many persons 

20 attempt to balance the bible on one leg while trying to balance a 
writing pad on the other leg. Other persons try to bridge both 
legs together, hold an open bible thereon and then lay the 
writing pad on top of the bible to take notes. The writing pad is 
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then in most cases switched back and forth from top to under 
the bible depending on whether you are writing or looking up a 
scripture. This process becomes cumbersome and very tedious. 
There is a need for a bible carrying case that can be used to 

5 solve this problem. 

Accordingly, a bible carrying case is desirable that is 
durable enough to make it practical for a user to use it as a 
carrying case while also being convertible into a lap desktop to 
accommodate a bible and writing pad simultaneously when a 

10 desk or other structure is unavailable. 
BACKGROUND OF THE ART 

Attempts have been made to provide portable lap 
assemblies or briefcases. One such apparatus is disclosed in 
U.S. Patent 5,680,914. The apparatus of this invention is a 

15 portable lap office assembly having an internal desktop writing 
surface. The apparatus includes a case having a lower portion 
and upper portion being hinged to the lower portion to undergo 
pivotal movement relative thereto between open and closed 
positions. Each of the upper and lower portions has an exterior 

20 and interior surface and a desktop inserted in a cavity in the 
lower portion of the case. Another arrangement is disclosed in 
U.S. Patent 4,700,634. This invention discloses a lap oriented 
portable desk unit. The unit of this invention is a unique easily 
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employable, portable lap oriented desk unit. The unit includes 
support cushion means affixed to a housing assembly. The unit 
also includes a work supporting surface and a fully contained 
illumination means. Additionally the desk unit also includes an 

5 enclosed storage means for storing which ever equipment is 

needed to complete the task. 

These arrangements are suitable for the purposes for 
which they are designed. However they are not designed to 
serve as a carrying case and storage compartment for a bible 

10 and are not readily useable as a desktop in the environment in 
which the bible is used. There is still a need for a bible carrying 
case that is readily convertible into a lap desktop to hold a bible 
and writing pad simultaneously when a desk or other such 
structure is unavailable. 

15 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

A desktop bible carrying case in accordance with the 
principles of this invention is provided with an upstanding front 
wall and an upstanding back wall aligned with and spaced from 
the front wall. The back wall has a flexibly extending skirt 

20 member coupled to extend from upper portions thereof The 
case is also provided with a first side wall which is coupled to 
extend between one end of the front and back walls and a 
second side 
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wall which is coupled to extend between another end of the 
front and back walls. A bottom wall is aligned in coupling 
engagement with bottom portions of the front and back and first 
and second side walls. Additionally a flexible extending top 
5 wall is provided having end portions thereof pivotably coupled 

to the back wall. The front, back, side, bottom and top walls are 
coupled together to form an enclosure having a cavity formed 
therein. A support ridge is formed on inside portions of the 
front, back and side walls in the enclosure cavity. 

10 The carrying case is further provided with a planar 

shaped desk-like member pivotably coupled to the back wall 
adjacent to and between the top wall and the support ridge. The 
planar shaped desk-like member is provided with an elevating 
member which is pivotably spring biasly coupled to an 

15 outermost end thereof adjacent to the back wall of the 
enclosure. As a result the bible carrying case is readily 
convertible from a carrying case to support a bible and pad 
thereon which is stored therein. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

20 The details of the invention will be described in 

connection with the accompanying drawing which: 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating a desktop 
bible carrying case in accordance with the principles of the 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a front view of the desktop bible carrying 
5 case in accordance with the principles of the invention.. 

Figure 3 is a back view of the desktop bible carrying 
case in accordance with the principles of the invention.. 

Figure 4 is a side view of the desktop bible carrying case 
in accordance with the principles of the invention. 
10 Figure 5 is a cut-away view of the desktop bible 

carrying case in accordance with the principles of the invention. 

Figure 6 is a cut-away view of a desktop bible carrying 
case with the top open in accordance with the principles of the 
invention. 

15 Figure 7 is a cut-away view of the desk top bible 

carrying case with the top open and desktop pivoted to a 
diagonal position in accordance with the principles of the 
invention. 

Figure 8 is a cut-away view of the desktop bible 
20 carrying case with the desktop pivoted to a diagonal position 
and the elevating member unfolded in accordance with the 
principles of the invention. 
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Figure 9 is a cut-away view of a desktop bible carrying 
case with the desktop supported in a diagonal elevated position 
in the carrying case in accordance with the principles of the 
invention. 

5 Figure 10 is a front view of a second embodiment of a 

desktop bible carrying case in accordance with the principles of 
the invention. 

Figure 1 1 is a back view of a second embodiment of a 
desktop bible carrying case in accordance with the principles of 
10 the invention. 

Figure 12 is a side view of a second embodiment of a 
desktop bible carrying case in accordance with the principles of 
the invention. 

Figure 13 is a cut-away view of a second embodiment of 
15 a desktop bible carrying case in accordance with the principles 
of the invention. 

Figure 14 is a first perspective view of a second 
embodiment of a desktop bible carrying case in an open 
position in accordance with the principles of the invention. 
20 Figure 15 is a second perspective view of a second 

embodiment of a desktop bible carrying case in an open 
position 
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with each desktop supported in a diagonal position in 
accordance with the principles of the invention. 

Figure 16 is a third perspective view of a second 
embodiment of a desktop bible carrying case in an open 
5 position with each desktop pivoted to a diagonal position and 

the elevating member unfolded in accordance with the 
principles of the invention. 

Figure 17 is a fourth perspective view of a second 
embodiment of a desktop bible carrying case in an open 
10 position with each desktop pivoted to a diagonal support 
position in the carrying case in accordance with the principles 
of the invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

Referring to Figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, a desktop bible 

15 carrying case, generally designated, by the numeral, 10, is 
illustrated. The bible carrying case 10 includes an enclosure, 
generally designated, by the numeral, 12 (Fig 5). The enclosure 
12 is provided with front and back walls, 14 and 16, side walls, 
18 and 20 and a bottom wall, 22. The back wall 16 and side 

20 walls 18 and 20 each include a flexibly extending skirt-like 
member 23 formed in upper portions thereof. The walls 14, 16, 
18, 20 and 22 are coupled together so that the enclosure 12 is 
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formed having an open area or cavity 24 (Fig 5) formed 
therebetween. The walls 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22 are formed of a 
sturdy material normally used for such carrying cases. 

The enclosure 12 is also provided with a support ridge 
26 which is formed in the open area 24 on the walls 14, 16, 18, 
20 and 22. 

The enclosure 12 is also provided with a flexible lid or 
top, generally designated by the numeral, 28. The lid is 
pivitably coupled to an upper end portion 30 of the back wall 16 
of the enclosure 12 by a spiral coupling member 32 aligned to 
pivotably engage inside and outside portions of the lid and back 
wall in a well known manner. The bottom wall 22 and the lid 
28 are each formed with outer and interior spaced wall members 
34 and 36 having a cavity 38 formed therebetween (Fig. 5). 
The cavity 38 is provided for storage of miscellaneous items 
such as for example pens, pencils and maybe even written 
material. The bottom wall 22 and lid 26 are also each provided 
with an elongated access opening 40 which allows access to the 
cavity 38. The access openings 40 can be opened and closed by 
a sealing member 42. The sealing member 42 may be for 
example, a standard zipper. An elongated pen holder 43 is 
coupled adjacent each side wall 18 and 20 on the support ridge 
26. 
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A coupling member, generally designated by the 
numeral, 44 is provided having a first elongated coupling 
member 46 formed along lower portions of the periphery of the 
lid 26 and a second elongated coupling member 48 formed 

5 along upper portions of the periphery of the front and side walls 

14, 18 and 20 respectively. The first and second coupling 
members 46 and 48 lockingly engage each other to secure the 
lid 26 in place on the other portions of the enclosure 12 and may 
be for example a zipper also. 

10 As shown in figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 the desktop bible 

carrying case 10 is also provided with a lap desktop member 50. 
The lap desktop member 50 is pivotably coupled at an end 
adjacent the back wall 16 and between the lid 28 and the 
support ridge 26 by the spiral coupling member 32. The lap 

15 desktop member 50 is provided with an elevating member 52 
formed on an end thereof adjacent the back wall 16. The 
elevating member 52 is spring biased outwardly and pivotably 
coupled to an underside 51 of the lap desktop member 50 
adjacent the back wall 16. The elevating member 52 allows the 

20 lap desktop member 50 to be supported in a diagonal upright 
position on the support ridge 26 when desired. 

The desktop carrying case 10 is also provided with a 
handle, generally designated by the numeral, 54, which is 
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coupled to the front wall 14 of the enclosure (Fig. 1). The 
handle 54 is provided with support members 56 coupled to the 
front wall 14 of the enclosure 12 and a grip member 58 slidably 
coupled in the support members in a well known manner. This 

5 allows the handle 54 to be retractable. The carrying case 10 

may also be provided with a detachable shoulder strap (not 
shown). The desktop bible carrying case 10 is provided to carry 
a bible 60 and pad 62 (shown in dotted in Fig 5) in the open 
area 24. When it is desired to use the bible 60 and pad 62 the 

10 lap desktop member 50 is lifted so that the bible 60 and pad 62 
can be removed from the open area 24. The lap desktop 
member 50 can then be positioned as desired by the user such as 
illustrated in Figs. 6 or 9 so that the bible 60 and pad 62 can be 
supported thereon and used with relative comfort. 

15 A second embodiment of a desktop bible carrying case, 

generally designated by the numeral, 64 is illustrated in Figures 
10 through 17. 

The desktop bible carrying case 64 includes a pair of 
enclosures, generally designated, by the numerals, 66 and 68 
20 respectively(Fig. 13). Each enclosure 66 and 68 is provided 
with front and back walls, 70 and 72, side walls, 74 and 76 and 
a bottom wall, 78. The walls 70, 72, 74, 76 and 78 are coupled 
together so that the enclosures 66 and 68 each have an open 
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area 80 formed therebetween. The side walls 76 and back 
walls 70 and 72 are provided with a flexibly extending skirt-like 
member 81 coupled to uppermost portions thereof. Each 
enclosure 66 and 68 is also provided with a rectangular shaped 
5 support ridge 84 which is formed in the open area 80 on the 

walls 70, 72, 74, 76 and 78. 

The enclosures 66 and 68 are coupled to each other at 
upper portions 86 of the back walls 72 of the enclosures by a 
spiral coupling member 90 aligned to engage outside portions of 

10 the back walls. 

Each bottom wall 78 of the enclosures 66 and 68 are 
formed with exterior and interior spaced wall members 92 and 
94 having a cavity 96 formed therebetween (Fig. 13). The 
cavities 96 are provided for additional storage space for the 

15 user. The bottom walls 78 are also each provided with an 
elongated access opening 98 which allows access to the cavity 
96. 

The access opening 98 can be opened and closed by a 
sealing member 100 which may be for example, a standard 
20 zipper. 

Each enclosure 66 and 68 of the bible carrying case 64 is 
also provided with a lap desktop member 102. The lap desktop 
members 102 are pivotably coupled to each other by a plurality 
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of hinges 103 (shown in dotted) which are coupled to the 
underside of the lap desktop members 102. The lap desktop 
members 102 are coupled at ends adjacent the side wall 76 to 
the flexibly extending skirt-like member 81. An elevating 
member 104 is spring-biased outwardly and pivotably coupled 
to an underside of one end of the lap desktop members 102 at an 
uppermost end thereof The elevating members 104 allow the 
lap desktop members 102 to be supported in a diagonal upright 
position on the adjacent support ridge 84 when desired. An 
elongated shaped pen holder, generally designated by the 
numeral, 108 having an opening 110 formed therein adjacent 
each top wall 70 on the support ridge 84. The pen holder 108 is 
provided to support a pen or pencil therein to be used as desired. 

A coupling member, generally designated by the 
numeral, 114 is provided having a first elongated coupling 
member 116 formed along the periphery of the walls 70, 74 and 
76 of the enclosure 66 and a second elongated coupling member 
118 formed along the periphery of the walls 70, 74 and 76 of 
the enclosure 68. The first and second elongated coupling 
members 116 and 118 lockingly engage each other to couple the 
enclosures 66 and 68 together for carrying, and may be for 
example a standard zipper also. 
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The desktop bible carrying case 64 is also provided with 
a handle, generally designated by the numeral, 120, which is 
coupled to the front wall 70 of the enclosure 66 (Fig. 10). The 
handle 120 is provided with support members 122 coupled to 

5 the front wall 70 of the enclosure 66 and a grip member 124 

slidably coupled to the support members. This allows the 
handle 120 to be retractable. The carrying case 64 may also be 
provided with a detachable shoulder strap (not shown). 

The bible carrying case also includes a pair of storage 

10 pockets, generally designated by the numerals, 126 coupled to 
the bottom wall 78 of the enclosure 66. The pockets 126 are 
formed with spaced wall members 128 and 130 having a cavity 
132 formed therebetween. The pockets 126 are also provided 
with an elongated access opening 134 which allows access to 

15 the cavity 132. The access opening 134 is opened and closed by 
a sealing member 136 such as for example a zipper. 

The pockets 126 are also provided with a plurality of 
elongated shaped pen holders 138 having openings 140 formed 
therein. The pen holders 138 are also provided to carry pencils 

20 or pens as desired. 

The bible carrying case 64 is also provided to carry a 
bible 60 (Fig. 13) in one of the open areas 80 and a pad 62 (Fig. 



13 



13) in the other open area 80. The bible 60 and pad 62 are 
stored and held securely under the lap desktop members 102. 
When it is desired to use the bible 60 and pad 62 the lap desktop 
members 102 are lifted so that the bible 60 and pad 62 can be 
removed from the open areas 80. The lap desktop members 
102 can then be positioned as desired such as shown in Figs. 14 
and 17 to support the bible 60 and pad 62 thereon as is desired 
by the user. 

It should be understood that various changes and 
modifications can be made without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention as defined in the claims. 



14 



